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The  1991  World  Lithuanian 
Olympic  Games 
A Sports  Spectacle 

[The  following  article 
appeared  in  VYTIS  magazine 
(Knights  of  Lithuania)  December 
1991  issue,  pg.  36,  and  describe 
the  sports  games  which  the 
Siauliai  notes  described  at 
right  were  issued  for] 

By  Konstant  J.  Savickus 

From  July  27  to  August  3 
1991,  Lithuania  officially 
welcomed  all  sport  participants 
and  visitors  who  returned  to 
the  land  of  their  ancestors. 
There  were  over  1,000  athletes 
who  competed  in  the  various 
events. 

The  opening  day  started 
with  a mass  at  the  centuries 
old  cathedral  in  Kaunas  after 
which  all  athletes  and  officials 
began  the  march  from  Old  City 
Hall  Square  to  the  stadium 
along  the  main  thoroughfare. 

A holiday  atmosphere  was  evident 
with  banners,  flags,  sports 
costumes  of  the  different 
countries  and  shouts  of  "Hello 
America— Valio-Good  Luck!"  It 
turned  out  to  be  a national 
holiday. 

The  marchers  enroute  to 
the  stadium  stopped  at  the  Tomb 
of  the  Unknown  Soldier  to  pay 
its  respect  by  laying  a wreath. 
The  parade  continued  to  the 
huge  stadium  packed  with  some 
15,000  spectators  to  view 
athletes  from  approximatley  15 
countries. 

At  the  stadium.  President 
Landsbergis  greeted  everyone 
stating  that  all  athletes  were 
winners  and  champions  of  friend- 
ship and  good  will.  All  fear  of 

Communism  was  forgotten.  The 
spectators  appaluded  various 
(Continued  on  page  3...) 


THE  1991  LITHUANIAN  OLYMPIC  BANKNOTES  ISSUED  BY  THE 

Siauliai  branch  of  the  bank  of  Lithuania 


The  year  1991  was  a special  one  for  the  Ath  World  Lithuanian 
Sports  games  held  in  Lithuania  July  27 — August  A,  as  Lithuania  had 
been  readmitted  into  the  International  Olympic  Committee.  The  sports 


games  took  on  added  significance,  and  special  postage  stamps  and 
covers  were  printed,  as  well  as  other  special  souvenir  items. 

In  conjunction  with  the  sports  games,  the  Siauliai  branch  of  the 
Bank  of  Lithuania,  in  cooperation  with  the  Siauliai  City  Council,  and 
the  Lithuanian  National  Olympic  Committee,  issued  banknotes  which 
were  good  for  use  during  the  week  of  the  games.  Notes  were  issued 
in  LITAURAS  denominations.  The  first  part  of  the  name  comes  from 
LITAS,  which  was  Lithuania's  independence  currency  1922-19A0.  The 
other  portion  of  that  name  stands  out  as  TAURAS,  meaning  "auroch," 

(Continued  on  page  2...) 


2. 


SIAULIAI  OLYMPIC  BANKNOTES 


Continued  from  page  1...) 


or  "ox"  (a  now  extinct  wild  European  ox),  a word  which  has  also 
sometimes  been  erronously  applied  to  mean  the  European  bison.  The 
notes  could  be  obtained  in  exchange  with  Soviet  rubles,  in  a politically 
sensitive  time  just  a few  weeks  before  the  Soviet  coup  which  toppled 
communism  and  resulted  in  the  full  restoration  of  independence  for 
Lithuania. 

The  main  headquarters  of  the  Bank  of  Lithuania  in  Vilnius  was 
unaware  of  these  notes,  and  did  not  authorize  their  printing  and 
circulation.  When  they  found  out  about  it,  they  ordered  the  notes 
immediately  destroyed.  This  was  not  however  until  some  did  circulate 
as  intended  during  the  week  of  the  sports  games.  Perhaps  Vilnius 
bank  officials  were  distraught  at  the  political  agitation  these  notes 
might  have  caused  while  they  were  still  trying  to  negotiate  independen- 
dence  and  the  return  to  the  Litas.  In  any  event,  the  notes  were  contro- 
versial, but  did  briefly  circulate. 

The  text  on  these  notes  translates  as  follows.  OBVERSE:  " 

Litauras.  The  Siauliai  branch  of  the  Bank  of  Lithuania  will  exchange 

this  banknote  for  Soviet  rubles/kopecks  July  27  1991  to  August  4 

1991.  Signed  [two  signatures]  Bank  Director.  Counterfeiting  is  punishable 
by  law. 


REVERSE:  "Banknote  of  the  Siauliai  branch  of  the  Bank  of 

Lithuania.  Litauras.  Siauliai,  1991  year,  July  27  day — August  4 day. 

[two  signatures].  Bank  director.  Lithuanian  National  Olympic  Committee 
[LTOK],  Siauliai  City  Council  [MT],  President.  This  banknote  is  for 
circulation  at  all  events  organized  by  the  Lithuanian  Olympic  Committee 
securing  1991  July  27  to  August  4. 


These  notes  all  bear 
Lithuanian  cloth  motif 
patterns  as  background 
designs.  The  text  is  printed 
with  purple  ink  on  all  the 
notes  exception  the  50 
Litauru,  which  utilizes  a 
brown  ink.  The  serial  num- 
bers and  letters  are  stamped 
with  red  ink. 

A description  of  each 
note  is  as  follows: 

10  CENTAURU.  Size: 
79  X 50  mm.  Yellow,  tan; 
purple.  Yellow,  grey,  brown. 
The  5-ring  International 
Olympic  emblem  appears 

under  the  numeral  "10"  in 
the  lower  left  obverse 
corner.  The  reverse  shows 
two  Olympic  wrestlers.  The 
reverse  side  utilizes  brown 
ink  for  the  text. 

50  CENTAURU.  Purple, 

yellow,  grey.  Purple,  yellow. 
There  are  two  versions  of 
this  note.  Version  1.  Shown 
on  the  reverse  are  two 
soccer  players.  Version  2. 
Shown  on  the  reverse  are 
two  bicyclists.  The  size  of 
the  note  is  the  same  as 
the  10  Centauru,  79  x 50 
mm. 

1 LITAURAS.  Size:  112 
X 64  mm.  Pink,  purple, 
yellow,  purple,  reddish 

brown  & pink.  On  the 

obverse  at  left  is  shown 
Mercury  with  his  staff. 
On  the  rverse  appears  an 
Olympic  runner.  In  the 

background  at  left  appears 
the  seal  of  the  city  of 
Siauliai,  surrounded  by  an 
oak  leaves  wreath.  This 

emblem  features  the  Samo- 
gitian  bear  (left),  the  all- 
seeing  eye  (right),  and 

the  red  bull.  The  latter  is 
the  family  arms  of  the 
last  Grand  Duke  of  Lithua- 
nia, Stanislaus  August 
Poniatowski,  a red  bull  ina 

white  field. 

The  Lithuanian  Olympic 
emblem  appears  on  this 

note  and  in  higher  denomina- 
tions. It  consists  of  the 
(Continued  or.'  page  4...) 


FEATURE  OF  THE  MONTH,  By  Frank  Passic,  Albion,  Michi|pan 


1988  KRISTIJONA 


Kristijonas  Donelai- 
tis  Medal,  1988. 

Size:  60  mm. 

Metal:  Bronze 
Sculptor:  P.  Gintalas 


This  month  we  are 
featuring  one  of  numerous 
contemporary  Lithuanian 
medals  which  have  been 

made  in  the  past  few 
years.  There  are  plenty  of 
them  and  it  is  exciting  to 

see  this  field  of  our  hobby 
become  alive  and  well 

again. 

This  medal  honors  the 
classical  poet,  Kristijonas 
Donelaitis,  the  first  Lithuan- 
ian poet  to  be  translated 
and  recognized  in  histories 
of  European  literature. 

Born  January  1,  171A, 

in  Lazdyneliai,  Donelaitis 
studied  at  the  University 
of  Koenigsberg.  He  was 
appointed  pastor  in  Tolmin- 
kiemis,  andin  his  spare 

time  composed  verses  in 
Lithuanian.  His  most  famous 
work.  The  Seasons,  followd 
the  literary  tendency  of 
the  day  by  portraying 
the  natural  setting  of  the 
village  in  its  inhabitants 
rather  than  cities  and/or 
aristrocrats. 

Donelaitis  died  on 
February  18,  1780  in  Tolmin- 
kiemis,  whichis  now  15 
kilmoeters  southwest  of 
the  present  Lithuanian 
border  in  the  former  East 
Prussian  (Lithuanian  Minor) 
region  which  is  now  part 
of  Russia. 

After  World  War  II, 
the  Soviets  changed  the 
name  of  the  Tolminkiemis 
to  Chystye  Prudy,  and 
destroyed  Donelaitis' 

church.  Under  its  ruins 
were  found  Donelaitis' 
remains. 


OBVERSE:  On  the 

obverse  we  find  a bust  of 
the  poet,  facing  forward. 
The  legend  reads, 


S DONELAITIS  MEDAL. 


"KRISTIJONAS  171A-1780  DONELAITIS."  At  the  A o'clock  position  are  sma- 
ll "88"  numerals  (2).  The  name  of  the  sculptor,  "P.  GINTALAS"  appears 
at  the  8 o'clock  position  just  to  the  left  of  the  "frame"  containing  the 
bust  of  Donelaitis. 

REVERSE:  The  reverse  is  divided  into  four  quarters.  Beginning 

with  upper  right  we  find  various  scenes  of  each  season:  "VASAROS 

DARBAI — Summer  Labors.  RUDENIO  GERYBES — Autumn  treasures.  ZIEMOS 
RUPSCIAI — Winter  Worries.  PAVASARIO  LINSKMYBES — Spring  Joys. 

The  medal  pictured  above  is  part  of  the  collection  of  the  Balzekas 

Museum  of  Lithuanian  Culture  ih  Chicago.  This  editor  needs  to  get  short 

biographies  and  photographs  of  contemporary  Lithuanian  sculptor/medalists 
as  well  as  pictures  or  examples  of  their  medals  which  he  can  feature 
here  in  The  Knight,  and  would  appreciate  your  help  in  this  matter. 
Many  of  our  members  have  contacts  in  Lithuania  they  can  write  to. 


1991  World  Lithuanian  Sports  Games 


(Continued  from  page  1....) 

countries  and  athletes. There  was  also  a basketball  team  representing  Siberia! 
Planes  flew  overhead  in  various  formations,  dancers  displayed  their  colorful 
costumes  from  various  regions.  At  one  point  in  time,  the  entire  stadium  crowed 
was  invited  to  come  to  the  arena  and  dance.  The  program  at  the  stadium  was 
postponed  when  on  July  31,  the  KGB  or  Black  Berets  invaded  a customs  office  near 
Vilnius  killing  several  guards.  Some  200,000  Lithuanians  paid  their  respect  for 
them.  They  were  the  latest  sacrifice  to  communist  terror.  A veil  of  sadness 
prevailed  a day  later  when  the  games  were  continued  and  concluded. 

The  closing  ceremony  was  held  in  Vilnius  at  Kalnu  Park  with  a crowd  of 
18,000  people  in  attendance.  The  program  was  an  extravaganza  presented  on  a 
grand  scale.  It  began  with  Knights  on  horseback  entering  the  arena,  huge  drums 
were  pounded  to  give  a grim  effect  of  ominous  music,  followed  bydances  and 
actors  with  exotic  costumes  from  the  Vilnius  Academy.  The  program  was  done  very 
professionally  much  to  the  joy  of  all  present.  This  concluding  presentation 
surpassed  the  opening  ceremonies  of  the  Olympics  finishing  with  a tremendous 
display  of  fireworks  lighting  up  the  sky. 

The  next  Olympics  in  Lithuania  will  again  be  repeated  in  1995.  Thank  God 
we're  free  at  last  to  hold  such  spectacular  events  on  Lithuanian  soil. 
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SIAULIAI  OLYMPIC  BANKNOTES  (Continued  from  page  2...) 


Columns  of  Gediminas  emblem  with  a 
small  statuette  of  a man  standing  on 
top,  and  with  the  International  Olympic 
Committee  5-ring  emblem  below  the 
Columns  emblem. 

2 LITAURU.  Size:  121  x 67 
mm.  Greyish-blue,  light  green  to 
yellow  and  light  brown.  Yellow-green, 
purple,  brown,  aqua,  grey.  The  seal 
of  the  city  of  Siauliai  appears  in  the 
center  on  the  obverse  of  this  note, 
and  in  higher  denominations.  The 
reverse  shows  two  boxers.  The  depict- 
ion of  Mercury  appears  on  background 
reverse  under  the  bank/exchange/date 
text  on  this  and  higher  denominations. 
This  note  also  bears  the  name  of  the 
printer  which  appears  vertically  on 
the  var  left  and  also  in  higher  denom- 
inations: "Holiauas,  V.P.  1991." 

5 LITAURAI.  Size:  lAO  x 65 
mm.  Pink,  blue/grey,  purple,  yellow. 
On  the  right  is  depicted  a linden 
tree.  Reverse:  Yellow,  aqua,  brown, 
red,  purple.  Shown  is  a javelin  thrower 
on  the  right. 

10  LITAURU.  Size:  lAl  x 65 
mm.  Green,  aqua,  yellow,  brown. 
Yellow,  aqua,  green,  grey.  The  text 
is  printed  in  green.  Obverse:  On  the 
right  is  depicted  a maple  tree.  On 
the  reverse  is  shown  a gymnnist. 

50  LITAURU.  Size:  lAl  x 65 
mm.  Brown,  pinkish-orange,  reddish- 
brown,  yellow,  blue.  Reverse:  Pinkish- 
orange,  brown,  blue,  yellow.  The 
obverse  shows  a large  oak  tree  on 
the  right  with  an  Olympic  "crewing" 
rower  on  the  reverse. 


BELOW:  50  Centauru,  Type  2,  showihg 
Olympic  bicyclists 


Some  questions  remain  about 
these  Olympic  banknotes.  Did  the 
Siauliai  bank  get  permission  from  the 
International  Olympic  committee  to 
use  the  5-ring  emblem? 

Another  mystery  remains  the 
name  of  the  notes.  Was  the  name  an 
intended  combination  of  LITAS  and 
TAURAS,  OR  just  LIT-AUR-AS  as  a 
way  of  not  confusing  it  with  the 
LITAS? 

The  historical  significance  of 
these  notes  is  that  they  are  the  first 
Lithuanian  BANKnotes  since  19A0.  It 
seems  that  patriotic/nationalistic 
Siauliai  always  seems  to  take  the  lead 
concerning  numismatic  issues  in  Lithua- 
nia. For  exammple,  just  2 years  ago 
the  Samogitian  Fair  Money  was  issued 
there.  In  World  War  I,  small  ruble 
denomination  notes  were  issued  there. 
And  of  course,  Siauliai  is  the  birthplace 
and  boyhood  home  of  Victor  David 
Brenner,  artist  and  designer  of  the 
U.S.  Lincoln  Cent. 


LEFT;  50  Centauru,  Type  I showing  soccer  players.  Above:  10  Litauru, 
obverse.  (Reverse  illustrated  on  page  <0  ) 
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COIN  DESIGN  COMPETITION 


NEWS 


Lieluvos  bankas 

^ skelbia  atvirq  konkurs^ 

keturioms  atmintinems 
monetoms  sukurti. 

Monetutemalika: 

1 . Alminline  inonela  Lieluvos  Respublikos  valslybingumo  alkOrimui  palymeli. 
Mnneios  skersmuo  • 38,61  mm.  ballo  melalo,  nominalas  - 10  lilq. 

2.  I os  pafios  lemalikos  auksine  monela.  Skersmuo  - 25,00  mm,  nominalas 

100  liii| 

3.  Progine  monein  Lieluvos  RespuWkos  sugrjJimui  j TarjMaulinj  olimpini 
komilel^  if  dalyvaviniui  1992  meig  olimpinese  Jaidynese  palymeti.  Monelos 
skersmuo  38,61  mm,  ballo  melalo,  nominalas  • 10  Nlq. 

4.  Monela  pagal  aulorig  pasirinktg  lem^.  Monelos  skersmuo  - 38,61  mm, 
nominalas  10  lilg 

Darbaiprojekig.  eskizg,  makeig  ir  kHomis  lormomis  pateikami  (Lieluvos  bankc( 
iki  1992  m sausk)  20  d. 

Konkurso  nugalelojai  nuslalomi  kiekvienoje  moneiggrupeje  ir  skiriamos  lokios 
premijos: 

I vieta  - 3000  rb. 

II  vieta  - 2000  rb. 

III  vieta  - 1000  rb  (dvl  premijos). 

IJsamesne  informacija  lei.  22  68  67. 


(The  advertisment  above  comes  from  the 
government  newspaper,  Lietuvos  Aidas  January 
3,  1992.) 

"Bank  of  Lithuania.  The  Bank  of  Lithua- 
nia is  announcing  an  open  competition  for  the 
design  of  commemorative  coins.  Theme  of 
the  coins: 

1)  A commemorative  coin  to  commemorate 
the  reestablishment  of  the  statehood  of  the 
Republic  of  Lithuania.  Diameter  of  the  coin — 
38.61  mm.  White  metal,  nominal  value—lO 
litu. 

2)  Gold  coin  of  the  same  theme.  Diam- 
eter— 25.00  mm.  Nominally,  100  litu. 

3)  A commemorative  coin  to  commemorate 
the  return  of  the  Republic  of  Lithuania  to 
the  International  Olympic  Committee  and 
participating  in  the  1992  Olympic  Games. 
Diameter  of  the  coin — 38.61  mm.  White  metal, 
nominally,  10  litu. 

k)  A theme  selected  by  the  originator 
of  the  design.  Diameter  of  the  coin— 38.61 
mm.,  nominally,  10  litu. 

Work  on  the  designs  as  sketches,  mock 
ups  or  other  formats  are  to  be  presented  to 
the  Bank  of  Lithuania  by  January  20,  1992. 

The  winners  of  the  competition  will  be 
determined  for  each  category  of  coin  and  the 
following  awards  be  made:  1st  place— 3,000 
rubles;  2nd  place — 2,000  rubles;  3rd  place — 1 
1,000  rubles  (two  awards).  For  more  details 
telephone  22  68  67." 

EDITOR'S  NOTE:  From  the  above  we  can 
deduce  that  Lithuania's  10  litu  coin  will  be 
38.61  mm.  in  diameter,  of  white  metal.  We  are 
evicted  about  the  possibility  of  Lithuania's 
first  official  GOLD  coin  this  century! 


From  OIRVA,  December  26,  1991  pg.  2 "Heard  from  Vilnius" 
column,  pg.  2:  " All  Three  Baltic  States  have  agreed  that  their 
own  currency:  litas,  lats,  and  the  krone  will  be  introduced  on 
the  same  day. In  view  of  the  constant  depreciation  of  the  ruble 
and  other  indicators,  that  day  will  soon  be  here.  According  to 
financial  data,  it  is  believed  that  currently  there  are  13 
billion  rubles  in  Lithuania,  18  billion  in  Latvia,  and  6 billion 
in  Estonia.  " fst 

January  16  issue,  same  column:  "Starting  with  papers 
published  on  January  8,  speculation  has  begun  on  whether  or  not 
the  litas  will  be  issued  to  replace  the  ruble.  The  people  are 
tired  of  the  constant  sinking  of  the  ruble.  A week  ago,  banks 
were  paying  120  rubles  for  a dollar  and  on  January  8,  they  are 
paying  IkO  rubles.  THe  feeling  is  that  if  the  litas  does  not 
appear  soon,  there  will  be  great  disappointment." 

Article  entitled  "LITAS"  by  Algis  Zukauskas,  from  "Lietu- 
vos Valstybes  Zenklai. "Lithuanians  see  theLitas  as  a symbol  of 
independence.  Foreigners  see  it  as  a new  currency  and  a step 

towards  privitization.  At  this  time  it  is  possible  to  consider 
the  relationship  between  the  litas  and  gold  or  the  relationship 
between  the  litas  and  the  currencies  of  other  countries.  It  was 
purposed  that  Lithuania  pay  Russia  for  food  with  the  ECU's 

(European  Community  money). 

It  should  be  remembered  that  the  unit  of  Lithuanian  curren- 
cy— the  litas,  which  was  put  into  circulation  October  2,  192, 

had  a relationship  with  gold  which  was  set  by  the  Bank  of  Lithu- 
ania at  0.150k62  grams  of  pure  gold. 

At  the  end  of  1939  there  were  206  million  litai  in  circula- 
tion , which  would  come  out  to  69  litai  for  every  resident. 

According  to  the  currency  law  at  least  one  third  of  the  banknotes 
in  circulation  had  to  be  backed  by  gold.  Until  1935  the  Bank  of 
Lithuania  in  accordance  with  the  currency  regulations  had  to 
exchange,  by  request,  the  litu  banknotes  into  gold  coins,  gold 
bullion,  or  foreign  currency  at  a rate  of  one  litas  for  0.150k62 
grams  of  gold.  The  minimal  sum  which  could  be  converted  was 
20,000  litu. 

On  January  5 of  this  year,  the  Lithuanian  ambassador  to 
the  European  Community  and  Parliamant,  Adolf  Venskus  in  answering 
questions  to  by  Lithuanians  in  Cleveland,  said  that  the  litas 
could  be  put  into  circulation  any  day  now  when  the  conditions 
are  right.  The  date  will  be  kept  secret  until  the  date  of  circula- 
tion.. 

Knowing  that  the  privatization  cannot  take  place  as  long 
as  Russians  can  buy  it  with  rubles,  it  is  clear  that  the  litas 
will  be  introduced  before  privatization  takes  place.  The  coordi- 
nation of  the  Lithuanian  Central  Bank  with  the  IMF  (International 
Monetary  Fund)  aid  to  stabilize  the  litas  and  the  preparation  of 
a plan  for  economic  reform  will  determine  the  proper  time  when 
the  litas  will  be  placed  into  circulation.  It  seems  now  that  we 
will  see  this  happening  in  the  spring  or  summer  of  this  year." 

As  we  mentioned  in  the  last  issue  of  The  Knight.,  Lithuan- 
ian coins  have  been  minted  by  the  Birmingham  Mint  (England),  and 
the  banknotes  printed  by  the  American  Bank  Note  Company.  In  a 
letter  we  received  from  a numismatist  in  Vilnius  comes  this 
additional  information: 

"The  coins  and  banknotes  are  already  at  the  Bank  of  Lithu- 
ania in  Vilnius.  No  one  knows  for  sure  when  they  will  be  put 
into  circulation.  I have  not  seen  what  they  will  look  like,  I 
also  have  not  seen  illustrations  of  them  in  the  press,  either." 
We  will  definitely  keep  you  our  members  informed  here  in  The 
Knight! 


TALONAS  NOTES  UPDATE 


7. 


We  have  obtained  some  additional  information  about 
the  TALONAS  ration  notes,  nicknamed  "Vagnoriukai”  by  the 
populace.  In  the  last  issue  of  The  Knight,  we  mentioned  that 
the  notes  had  been  discontinued.  We  have  learned  that  that 
is  incorrect.  Rather,  they  have  been  discontinued  for  numer- 
ous specific  items.  Our  information  was  based  on  an  article 
which  appeared  in  the  January  3,  1992  issue  of  "KAUNO  TIESA” 
newspaper  entitled,  ”Is  the  era  of  'Vagnoriukai'  Notes 
Ending."  This  article  states: 

"It's  unbelievable — since  just  the  opposite  was  expec- 
ted: that  the  influence  of  the  common  notes  will  increase, 
that  their  portion  would  increase  even  up  to  60  percent  of 
salaries. . .The  government  had  decided  to  stop  issuing  them 
as  part  of  the  salary  or  to  be  sold  in  banks  as  of  January  2 
(except  for  a small  amount  for  food  purchases).  But  the 
purchase  of  the  common  notes  continues  as  scheduled.  And 
trade  with  compainies  will  continue  with  common  notes  until 
January  20.  These  decisions  are  a testament  that  not  all 
steps  taken  by  the  government  can  be  predicted. 

The  Ministry  of  Commerce  and  Mercantilism  also  informs 
us  that  the  lists  of  goods  which  can  be  bought  with  common 
notes  will  be  much  shorter  as  of  January  1.  As  of  January  1, 
linen  goods,  linen  sheets,  children's  clothing  (except 
jacket  and  pants),  leather  accessories,  soap,  paint,  lacquer, 
rugs  (except  rug  runways  and  throw  rugs),  tape-recorders, 
tents,  sleeping  bags,  sets  of  drill  bits,  some  types  of 
furniture,  the  set  "Voke,"  the  furniture  set  "Jotule," 
folding  tables,  stools,  children's  chairs,  and  some  magazine 
stands  can  be  purchased  without  common  notes." 

We  have  also  learned  that  the  Talonas  notes  were 
printed  in  Kaunas,  Lithuania.  Those  small  fractional  notes 
(O.IO;  0.20,  and  0.50)  were  printed  by  the  firm  "Raides" 
printshop.  Those  of  1 Talonas  and  higher  by  the  Spindulys 
printers.  The  Talonas  notes  were  ordered  by  the  Lithuanian 
Ministry  of  Finance,  and  were  issued  by  the  Lithuanian 
government.  While  the  official  announcement  we  printed  in 
the  last  issue  of  The  Knight  from  the  government  stated 
September  1991  as  their  introduction,  the  government  was 
able  to  precede  that  date,  and  the  notes  were  placed  into 
circulation  on  August  5,  1991. 

As  we  promised  last  issue,  we  consulted  an  expert  in 
Lithuanian  herbs  and  plant  life  to  get  definite  identificat- 
ions on  the  illustrations  on  these  Talonas  notes.  Our  thanks 
to  Stephanie  Stasas  of  Cleveland,  Ohio  for  this.  The  plant 
and/or  animal  life  on  the  notes  are  as  follows: 

The  small  leaves  on  the  fractional  notes  are  sage. 
The  berries  on  the  1 Talonas  notes  are  those  red  whortleber- 
ries, or  loganberries  found  in  Lithuania;  the  reverse  shows 
two  lizards.  The  3 Talonas  note  shows  juniper  branches  on 
the  obverse,  with  two  cranes  on  the  reverse.  The  5 Talonas 
shows  oak  leaves  and  acorns,  and  a falcon.  On  the  10  Talonas 
we  find  hazel  nuts  and  leave;  with  two  weasels  on  the  reverse. 
The  25  Talonas  shows:  fir  tree  branches/lynx.  The  obverse  of 
the  50  Talonas  note  shows  moss  from  the  sea  shore  (not 
thistles  as  we  surmised)  on  the  obverse,  with  the  European 
elk  (moose  here  in  America)  on  the  reverse.  The  100  Talonas 
shows  the  dandelions  (yes,  we  got  that  one  right),  with  the 
European  bison  on  the  reverse. 

Regarding  their  usage,  we  have  received  a couple  of 


letters  from  Lithuania  regarding  their  usage.  We  quote 
from  one  which  was  sent  to  our  translator,  Aleksandras 
Radzius: 

"These  notes  are  used  alongside  of  the  rubles.  With 
their  help  it  is  possible  to  get  items  that  are  in  short 
supply:  electrical  appliances,  furniture,  some  types  of 
construction  materials,  clothing,  footwear,  and  lately 
also  some  food  products  and  so  on.  You  cannot  buy  these 
items  with  notes  only.  They  do  not  circulate  on  their  own. 
For  these  goods,  the  buyer  must  pay  the  full  price  in 
rubles  and  also  to  pay  the  same  price  in  notes.  These 
notes  are  valid  only  in  Lithuania  and  they  stop  the  purch- 
as  of  goods  by  visitors  from  Russia,  Byelorus,  and  other 
areas.  Some  of  the  mentioned  goods  (food  stuffs)  can  be 
purchased  withonly  rubles  and  without  notes,  but  in  that 
case  the  price  is  i;^  times  higher  than  with  notes.  These 
notes  are  paid  out  together  with  wages.  They  can  also  be 
bought  from  Lithuanian  banks.  The  price  is  very  unstable. 
At  first  it  was  2 rubles  per  note,  then  it  was  50  kopecks 
per  note,  then  it  was  70  kopecks  per  note." 


MORE  NEWS 

The  following  information  is  obtained  from  the  Radio 
Free  Europe  daily  reports: 

February  14.  Landsbergis  Concludes  Visit  to  Germany... 
Vytautas  Landsbergis  concluded  his  4-day  visit  to  Germany 
with  meetings  with  CHancellor  Helmut  Kohl.  Economics 
Minister  Juergen  Moellemann,  and  other  government  officials. 
Landsbergis  said  that  he  had  asked  for  helpin  in  creating 
a stabiliztion  fund  of  $100-200  million  to  support  a 
Lithuanian  currency,  which  he  hopes  to  introduce  in  the 
second  half  of  the  year,  after  Lithuania  has  joined  the 
IMF. 

February  25.  On  February  24  Prime  Minister  Gediminas 
Vagnorius  issued  a decree  establishing  temporary  price 
controls  for  commercial  goods.  Radio  Lithuania  reported. 
Goods  sold  by  large  commercial  enterprises  could  only  be 
raised  8®/  while  those  by  small  enterprises  by  17^^  (or  25% 
if  received  independently  from  large  enterprises).  Controls 
are  needed  because  of  shortages  of  money  and  credit.  The 
controls  go  into  effect  25  February  and  last  until  10 
March. 

[The  following  from  the  Baltic  Hotline,  February  25 
edition].  Lithuanian  Prime  Minister  Gediminas  Vagnorius 
said  over  Radio  Lithuania  on  February  14,  that  officials 
in  the  Lithuanian  and  local  governments  (including  himself) 
had  not  received  their  monthly  salary  due  to  the  lack  of 
rubles.  The  main  reason  given  is  that  too  many  people  are 
keeping  rubles  at  home.  He  advised  people  to  keep  their 
money  in  bank  accounts,  which  would  be  more  secure  in  case 
Moscow  enacts  monetary  reforms.  The  government  is  planning 
to  triple  the  value  of  funds  held  in  investment  accoutns. 
Vagnorius  critized  the  Bank  of  Lithuania  for  not  informing 
him  about  the  ruble  shortage  and  noted  that  bank  officials 
were  in  Moscow  seeking  more  rubles. 

January  30.  Will  Latvia  Introduce  "White  Money?" 
Deputy  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  Maris  Gailis  told  the 
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MONETOS  PASAKOJA"  --BOOK  REVIEW 


By  Aleksandras  Radzius 

Monetos  Pasakoja  (Coins  Tell  a Tale) 
by  noted  Lithuanian  numismatist  Zenonas  Duksa 
was  just  published  at  the  end  of  1991  by  the 
Vyturys  publishing  house  and  printed  by  the 
Ausros  printers  in  Vilnius.  It  is  compact  A 5 x 
6J  inches,  280  page  soft  cover  book  andone  of 
the  "Noriu  Zinoti"  (I  want  to  know)  series.  The 
series  was  started  in  1960.  10,000  copies  of  the 
book  were  printed,  order  number  1A5A.  And  the 
original  price  was  2 rubles  and  AO  kopecks. 

The  purpose  of  Duksa 's  book  is  to 
give  upper  level  high  school  students  a basic 
understanding  of  general  numismatics  and  specific 
information  they  might  need  to  identify  both 
Lithuanian  and  foreign  coins  they  might  find  in 
Lithuania. 

The  table  of  contents  of  the  book  is: 
Forward;  What  is  numismatics?:  Buried  hoards, 
coins  in  graves,  shipwreck  treasures;  Things 
initially  used  for  coins;  Coins  of  antiquity: 
Greek  coins,  Roman  coins;  Medieval  coins;  New 
Age  coins.  Oldest  coins  in  Lithuania;  Lithuanian 
coins;  Foreign  coins  used  in  Lithuania  lAth  to 
20th  century;  How  coins  are  made;  Coin  counter- 
feiting; Numismatic  collections;  advice  to  starting 
numismatists;  Lithuaian  coins  (a  catalog);  Glossary 
of  numismatic  terms  used  in  the  book;  Legends 
of  Lithuanian  coins  and  coins  found  in  Lithuania; 
Arms  of  minters  and  treasurers  found  on  Lithuan- 
ian coins  and  coins  found  in  Lithuania;  List  of 
recommended  literature;  and  list  of  sources 
used. 

Although  the  book  is  intended  for 
upper  level  high  school  students,  the  segments 
dealing  with  Lithuanian  numismatics  are  a wealth 
of  information,  even  for  the  advanced  numisma- 
tist. Especially  valuable  is  the  information  on 
locations  and  composition  of  various  archaelogical 
discoveries,  information  on  known  forgeries  of 
Lithuaian  coins,  the  list  of  legends,  the  list  of 
arms  of  minters  and  treasurers,  the  list  of 
recommended  literature,  and  the  list  of  sources 
used. 

However,  there  are  a number  of  omis- 
sions that  are  difficult  to  understand.  Except 
for  the  very  exciting  new  information  that  the 
markings  on  the  kapa  are  related  to  the  silver 
content  (the  greater  the  number  of  marks,  the 
higher  the  silver  content),  precious  metal  assay 
information  of  Lithuanian  coins  is  almost  comlet- 
ely  missing.  Thus,  a very  important  aspect  of 
Lithuanian  numismatics  is  not  presented,  informa- 
tion which  is  important  even  to  the  novice 
numismatist. 

Further,  Algirdas's  sons  Kaributas  and 
Vladimir  and  the  coin  of  King  Vytautas  for 
Smolensk  are  not  mentioned.  It  could  be  said 


Zenonas  Duksa 


MONETOS 

PASAKOJA 


since  the  book  is  intended  to  help  identify  finds  in 
Lithuania  and  since  these  are  rare  coins  and  not 
likely  to  be  found  in  Lithuania,  they  are  outside  the 
scope  of  the  book.  However,  it  could  also  be  said 
that  these  coins  are  proof  of  the  great  influence 
Lithuania  had  in  Byelorus,  Ukrainian  and  RUssian 
domains  and  that,  therefore,  these  coins  could  be  a 
politically  sensitive  issue  for  Duksa.  Also,  although 
the  SPanish  coins  counterstamped  by  King  Sigismund 
August  are  discussed,  no  mention  is  made  of  Tartar 
coins  counterstamped  with  the  Columns  of  Gediminas 
emblem,  and  the  non-heraldic  equestrian  figure  to 
be  later  day  forgeries  and/or  alterations. 

In  the  section  "Lithuanian  coins,  a catalog," 
the  interpretation  of  early  Lithuanian  coins,  those 
up  to  the  reign  of  King  Sigismund  the  Old,  are 
liable  to  alternate  interprettions  on  serious  logical, 

numismatic  and  historical  grounds.  Unfortunately,  it 
can  not  be  said  that  the  different  interpretation  is 
the  result  of  an  honest  difference  of  opinion  after 
careful  analysis  of  the  available  data. 

For  example,  in  discusing  the  "Pechat"  coins, 
Duksa  ascribes  all  of  them  to  King  Algirdas  listing 

their  weights  as  ranging  between  0.73  and  1.A5 

grams  and  stating  that  there  are  about  100  pieces 

known.  This  wide  span  of  weights  should  have  alerted 
Duksa  that  his  interpretation  could  be  on  weak 
grounds. 

Jonas  K.  Karys,  writing  in  1959,  also  states 
that  about  100  pieces  are  known  (p.  118),  but  that 
there  are  two  groupings  of  weights:  one  0.93  to  1.3 
grams,  and  another  0.59  to  0.81  grams.  Thus,  it 
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appears  that  Duksa  and  Karys  are  both  dealing 
with  the  same  data  base.  Duksa  however,  is  in 
the  position  to  pet  indifidual  coin  weights  and 
determine  what  the  weight  distributions  are. 
Duksa  should  have  obtained  and  published  the 
data  to  help  explain  the  wide  weight  span.  Karys 
ascribes  thelighter  coins  to  King  Jogaila.  Could 
Duksa  be  ignoring  King  Jogaila,  a politically 
upsetting  issue  for  some  Lithuanians? 

Or  again,  Duksa  ascribes  the  obverse 
(Columns  of  Gediminas),  reverse:  non-heraldic 
equestrian  figure  coin  to  Duke,  later  King,  Vytau- 
tas.  Although  Duksa  notes  that  some  of  the 
coins  have  a "K"  or  "B"  in  the  cent  er  of  the 
Columns  of  Gediminas,  he  omits  that  other  coins 
have  an  "O"  or  a "V"  in  the  center.  Other 
numismatists  have  interpreted  these  letters  as 
initials  of  Algirdas  (Olgerd)  "O,"  Kestutis-"K," 
Vytautas/Alexander/Vygandas-"V,"  and  Svitrigaila/ 
Boleslaus  "B."  Again,  it  could  be  said  that  these 
are  rare  coins  and  are  reallyoutside  the  scope  of 

the  book.  But  it  could  also  be  said  that  here  we 

could  have  a Lithuaniancoin  whose  basic  design 
spanned  almost  a hunder  years,  1345-1A32,  and 
that  Duksa  is  unnecessarily  diluting  Lithuanian 
history. 

And  so  on,  every  coin  up  to  King 

Sigismund  the  Old  in  Duksa 's  book  is  liable  to 

serious  alternate  interpretations.  However,  I am 
sure  that  neither  the  average  Lithuanian  in  Lithu- 
ania nor  the  average  Slavic  reader  in  the  former 
Soviet  Union  or  Poland  will  find  anything  political- 
ly disturbing  in  Duksa 's  book. 

Duksa 's  book  was  submitted  to  the 
typesetters  on  October  10,  1989,  and  Lithuania 
declared  the  restoration  of  its  independence  on 
March  11,  1990.  Duksa 's  book  was  ready  for  printing 
on  September  19,  1991.  And  actually,  it  ws  not 
until  the  failed  coup  of  the  Russian  government 
in  December  of  1991  that  Lithuanian  independence 
was  on  a firmer  foundation.  Thus,  Duksa 's  book 
came  out  while  Lithuania  and  its  people  were 
still  under  the  shadow  and  threat  of  the  Evil 
Empire. 

Duksa  draws  on  a wide  circle  of  sources: 
Swedish,  French,  Dutch,  American,  Slovenian, 
Czech  as  well  as  the  usual  Polish,  German,  and 
Russian  sources.  This  reviewer  is  looking  five 
years  down  the  road  to  see  what  Duksa  and  other 
Lithuanian  scholars  write,  when  satisfying  political 
pressures  are  not  of  prime  importance  and  when 
Duksa  and  others  will  have  been  able  to  freely 
apply  the  scientific  method  to  the  vast  quantity 
of  valuable  numismatic  material  they  have  accum- 
ulated. 

This  book  is  a must  for  Lithuanian 
numismatists,  should  be  placed  alongside 

Karys'  and  Gumowski's  books.  It  is  from  a free 
flow  of  information,  no  matter  how  diverse  the 
perspectives,  that  we  can  hope  to  arrive  at  the 
truth  and  the  full  appreciation  of  our  numismatic 
heritage. 
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press  on  January  28  that  Latvia  is  ready  to  introduce  a kind 
of  interim  currency  that  would  replace  the  Soviet  ruble  and 
precede  the  introduction  of  the  Lats.  This  idea  has  been 
discussed  for  over  1 year.  Such  money,  popularly  referred  to 
as  "white  money"  would  help  insulate  Latvia's  economy  from 
financial  instability  in  the  former  USSR. ..Supreme  Council 
Chairman  Anatolijs  Gorbunovs  told  German  TV  however,  that  the 
ruble  would  not  disappear  this  year,  according  to  BNS  on  29 
January. 

January  23.  Britain  to  Return  Baltic  Gold.  After  a 
meeting  with  Chairman  of  the  Lithuanian  Supreme  Council 
Vytautas  Landsbergis  on  22  January,  British  Prime  Minister 
John  Major  announced  that  Britian  would  compensate  the  Baltic 
republis  for  the  $160  million  of  gold  that  they  had  deposited 
with  the  Bank  of  England  before  1940.  Latvia  had  6.58  tons  of 
gold,  Estonia  4.48,  and  Lithuania,  2.96  which  Britain  sold  in 
the  1960s.  Major  also  said  that  England  and  Lithuania  would 
renounce  any  other  outstanding  financial  claims.  Director  of 
the  Bank  of  Lithuania  Vilius  Baldisius  will  travel  to  London 
next  week  to  work  out  the  details  of  the  return  of  the  gold, 
which  will  remain  deposited  in  the  Bank  of  England. 

January  13.  Lithuania  Awards  "January  13"  Medals.  The 
Presidium  of  the  Lithuanian  Supreme  Council  awarded  a commemo- 
rative medal  of  "January  13"  to  RUssian  President  Boris 
Yeltssin,  almost  50  other  foreign  politicians,  diplomats,  and 
journalists,  and  several  hundred  Lithuanians  TASS  reported  on 
January  12.  The  medal  was  established  to  mark  the  1st  anniver- 
sary of  the  January  13  events  in  Vilnius  when  Soviet  troops 
attacked  the  Vilnius  TV  tower.  Other  foreign  politicians 
receiving  the  medal  for  support  and  solidarity  with  Lithaunia 
"at  a difficult  moment"  include  Latvian  and  Estonian  heads  of 
state  Anatolijs  Gorbunovs  and  Arnold  Ruutel  and  Polish  politi- 
cians Jacek  Kuron  and  Adam  Michnik. 

January  9.  On  January  8Lithuania  freed  the  prices  of 
foods  and  other  consumer  goods,  according  to  Western  agency 
reports  that  day.  This  step  was  necessitated  by  Lithuania's 
desire  to  institute  a market  economy  and  follows  similar 
steps  taken  earlier  by  Latvia  and  Estonia.  For  some  goods 
prices  jumped  200%.  Despite  the  price  hikes,  milk,  butter, 
sugar,  and  salt  are  still  rationed  in  Lithuania. 

January  23.  A World  Bank  delegation  is  visiting 
Estonia  this  week,  ETA  reported  on  January  8.  The  delegation 
is  evaluating  the  local  economy  in  preparation  for  Estonia's 
possible  membership  in  the  IMF  and  the  IBRD.  Minister  of  the 
Economy  Jaaak  Leimann,  the  delegation's  official  host,  said 
the  adoption  of  Estonia's  own  currency  would  be  the  main 
economic  event  of  1992,  but  added  that  introduction  of  the 
kroon  would  be  "a  shock  rather  than  a romantic  episode." 

January  7.  The  govenment  of  Estonia  on  January  6 
approved  an  Estonian  Bank  proposal  to  borrow  $150  million 
from  outside  lenders  to  establish  a stabilization  fund  for 
its  new  currency,  the  kroon.  BNS  reported  that  Estonian  Bank 
Assistant  President  Vahur  Kraft  said  the  government  will  put 
the  proposal  to  the  Supreme  Council  this  week.  If  the  proposal 
is  approved,  the  bank  will  begin  seeking  lenders  immediately. 
Minister  for  the  Environment  Tonis  Kaasik  added  that  preparat- 
tions  are  already  underway  to  use  Estonia's  forest  industry 
as  collateral  for  part  of  the  loan. 

(More  news  continued,  next  page ) 


At  right:  10  Litauru 
lU . reverse. 


EDITOR'S  NOTE: 

The  Numismatic  Dictionary 
series  was  omitted  this 
issue  due  to  all  the 
important  news  and  arti- 
cles. The  series  will 
resume  in  the  next  issue, 
barring  the  issuance  of 
new  litas  banknotes  in 
which  case  we  will  publish 
a special  issue. 


FOR 


SALE 


ADS 


BALT/CA  PO  BOX  66832 
SEATTLE,  WA  98166  USA 


FOR  SALE:  set  of  16  UNO  1915  notes 
from  Liepaja  (LIBAU)  Latvia.  Used  iin  north- 
western Lithuania  (Palanga  area)  as  well  as 
southern  Latvia.  Notes  in  Cyrillic,  except  10 
ruble  which  is  in  German.  1,  3,  5,  10  kopecks; 
25  kopecks  plain;  25  kopecks  serial  letter-A; 
50  kopecks  plain;  50  kopecks  serial  letter  B; 
1 ruble  serial  letter-A;  1 ruble  serial  letter-B; 
1 ruble  serial  letter-C;  3 rubles  plain;  3 
rubles  serial  letter-A;  5 rubles  plain;  5 rubles 
serial  letter-A;  10  rubles.  These  are  on  con- 
signment from  a collector  in  Lithuania. 
Entire  set:  $125.00. 

Also,  I have  several  1 and  5 UNC/XF 
condition  Talonas  notes  which  I will  sell  for 
$5  each.  Great  way  for  our  LNA  members 
to  get  one  of  these  for  their  collections. 
Denomination  my  choice,  depending  upon 
what  I have  left.  LNA  members  only,  please 
no  dealers.  Frank  Passic,  900  S.  Eaton  St., 
Albion,  Mi  A9224.  Please  enclose  two  stamps 
for  return  postage. 

FOR  SALE:  Custom  Capital  Plastic  holders 
(blue)  for  your  complete  Yl-IA  1925,  1936, 
1938  Coins  of  the  Republic  of  Lithuania.  A 
must  for  any  Lithuanian  collector.  Balzekas 
Museum  of  Lithuanian  Culture,  6500  S.  Pulaski 
Rd.,  Chicago,  IL  60629.  Price:  $25, 


(paid  ad.) 

Has  Talonas  notes  for  sale  and 
other  Baltic  material.  Mention  LNA 
and  write  for  price  list. 


MORE  NEWS 

(Continued  from  page  9...) 

November  15,  1991.  Latvian  Gold  Will  Suffice.  Return 
of  the  gold  deposited  abroad,  and  compensation  for  sold  gold 
will  suffice  for  Latvia  to  introduce  its  own  currency.  Accord- 
in  to  Latvian  Foreign  Minister  consultant  Guntars  Abols,  the 
hard  currency  that  Latvia  will  get  from  compensation  for  gold 
deposited  abroad,  and  return  of  the  existing  gold,  will 
suffice  to  set  up  a currency  stabilization  fund  to  back  up 
its  own  currency.  Baltic  News  Service,  guoting  Diena,  carried 
Abols's  remarks  on  November  15. 

EDITOR’S  REMARKS.  The  above  and  other  news  items  we 
have  carried  in  this  issue  of  The  Knight  makes  it  apparent 
that  things  are  happening.  We  expect  the  introduction  of  the 
Litas  sometime  this  year.  That  you  for  bearing  with  us  in 
this  time  of  fast  development  and  economic  changes,  as  we  try 
and  get  our  information  right,  and  yet  at  the  same  time  get 
it  to  you  our  members  as  quickly  as  possible.  A special 
thanks  to  our  LNA  translator,  Aleksandras  Radzius  for  his 
help  in  this  historic  time. 
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